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STEP UP TO WRITING… 
THE BEST OPTION FOR MEETING OR EXCEEDING  
THE COMMON CORE STATE LITERACY STANDARDS  

AND/OR DISTRICT AND STATE STANDARDS! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A number of schools and individuals have contacted me about the new Common Core State Literacy 
Standards. I have followed the creation of the Standards and support the goals of this initiative. My 
hope, as I read the first drafts, was that communities across the states would find in the final product 
some guidance, with specific examples, to help them build school plans to ensure that all students have 
equal access to the same content, knowledge, skills, and high academic expectations.  

The final, 2010, document does provide that guidance.  

The Common Core State Standards, like many state standards, make general statements: 

- “Establish and maintain a formal style…” 
- “Produce clear and coherent writing…” 
- “Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency…to support comprehension.” 
- “Actively engage in group reading activities…” 
- “Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding…” 

The following pages show how Step Up to Writing strategies, methods, and tools can be used to move 
forward from the general statements to specific work completed in K-12 classrooms.  

Maureen Auman, author of Step Up to Writing 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Complete copies of the Common Core State Literacy Standards can be found on the following websites: 
www.corestandards.org  www.achieve.org 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/�
http://www.achieve.org/�


Page 2 of 12 

© 2011 Maureen Auman, Read-Write Connection, LLC. All rights reserved.  
 

      STEP UP TO WRITING 

+   THE COMMON CORE STATE LITERACY STANDARDS  

=   STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC SUCCESS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
*  Source:  Common Core State Standards Initiative. “Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in  

  History/Social  Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects.” 3 March 2011. <http://www.corestandards.org/assets/ 
  CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf  

The standards 

• define college and career readiness 
• lay out a vision of what it means to be 

a literate person in the twenty-first 
century (3) 

The standards… 

 …set requirements not only for English 
language arts (ELA) but also for literacy in 
history/social studies, science, and technical 
subjects (3). 

The standards… 

… insist that instruction in 
reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and language be a shared 
responsibility within the school (4).* 

Step Up to Writing 

Effective, multisensory  
writing strategies 

Improves: 

• writing 
• reading 
• listening 
• speaking 

Step Up to Writing strategies and tools have 
been used by content-area teachers for over 
two decades, including teachers who serve 

• at-risk students 
• core curriculum students 
• English language learners 
• gifted & talented students 
• honors & advanced learners 
• special education students 

Each standard 

 …need not be separate focus 
for instruction and assessment. Often 
several standards can be addressed 
by a single rich task (5). 
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STEP UP TO WRITING… 

THE BEST OPTION FOR MEETING OR EXCEEDING  
THE COMMON CORE STATE LITERACY STANDARDS  

AND/OR DISTRICT AND STATE STANDARDS! 
 
KINDERGARTEN – 12TH GRADE 
 

WHAT? 
 

STANDARDS PRESENT GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT 
SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE. 
 

HOW? 
 

STEP UP TO WRITING PROVIDES DETAILS FOR 
MEETING AND/OR EXCEEDING THESE STANDARDS. 
 

1. English Language Arts, Grade 1: “Explain major 
differences between books that tell stories and books 
that give information, drawing on a wide reading of a 
range of text types” (11).* 

 

 
See example 1 

2. English Language Arts, Grade 4: “Produce complete 
sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate 
fragments and run-ons” (28). 
 

 
See example 2 

3. English Language Arts, Grade 7: “Determine a theme 
or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text” (36). 
 

 
See example 3 

4. English Language Arts, Grades 9-10: “Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious reasoning” (40). 
 

 
See example 4 

5. Science and Technical Subjects, Grades 6-8: 
“Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an 
explanation, describing a procedure or discussing an 
experiment in a text” (62). 
 

 
See example 5 

6. History/Social Studies, Grades 9-10: “Establish and 
maintain a formal style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the 
discipline in which they are writing” (64). 
 

 
See example 6 

7. History/Social Studies, Grades 6-8: “Provide a 
concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation presented” 
(65). 
 

 
See example 7 

8. Technical Subjects, Grades 11-12: “Produce clear 
and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience” (66). 

 

 
See example 8 

 
 
*  Source:  Common Core State Standards Initiative. “Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in  

  History/Social  Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects.” 3 March 2011. <http://www.corestandards.org/assets/ 
  CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf>
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EXAMPLE 1 

English Language Arts, Grade 1: “Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text 
types” (11). 

 

STEP UP TO WRITING 

With Step Up to Writing tools, methods, and activities, 
students will… 
 
• recognize common types of texts (e.g. information, 

story/narrative, poem, skit, fairytale, etc.) 

• identify similarities and differences between 
information/expository texts and story/narrative texts 

• describe text structures and text organization 

• summarize and/or retell key details and facts in an 
information/expository text 

• summarize and/or retell key details and story elements 
(e.g. character, setting) in a story/narrative 

• draw on a wide range of reading and text types 

• compare and contrast various samples of two kinds of 
writing 

• write and share their own information/expository 
paragraphs and stories/narratives, including personal 
narratives and personal essays 

• build a common language for discussing two kinds of 
writing 

  
 

Step Up to Writing Primary Tool for Comparing Two Kinds of Writing  
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EXAMPLE 2 

English Language Arts, Grade 4: “Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons” (28). 

 

STEP UP TO WRITING 

With Step Up to Writing tools, methods, and activities, students will… 
 
• recognize, identify, and revise fragments and run-ons 

• recognize and write complete sentences 

• describe parts of a sentence, types of sentences, and kinds of 
sentences 

• identify and discuss parts of speech 

• demonstrate command of standard English conventions, including 
capitalization, usage, punctuation, and spelling  

• draw on a wide range of example sentences and fragments 

• write, edit, and share their own sentences written for a variety of 
purposes and audiences 

             Examples:  
o topic sentences 
o compare or contrast expository text 
o analyzing graphs in math and science 
o using figurative language 

• use Quick Check assessment Tools with accompanying “samples 
for Student Writers” to help set goals for reaching proficient and 
advanced levels in sentence writing 

• build a common language for discussing and evaluating sentences 

• practice sentence writing consistently 

 
 

Step Up to Writing Intermediate Level Tool for C.U.P.S. Editing  
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EXAMPLE 3 

English Language Arts, Grade 7: “Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the 
text” (36). 

 

STEP UP TO WRITING 

  
 
Step Up to Writing Secondary Level Tools for Summarizing a Text  



Page 7 of 12 

© 2011 Maureen Auman, Read-Write Connection, LLC. All rights reserved.  
 

EXAMPLE 3 

English Language Arts, Grade 7: “Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the 
text” (36). 

 

STEP UP TO WRITING 

 

With Step Up to Writing tools, methods, and activities, students will… 
 
• identify a theme or central idea in a text (fiction and nonfiction) 
• practice a variety of topic sentence strategies that focus on theme 

and/or central idea 
• create informal outlines with topic sentences and supporting details 
• share topic sentences, information outlines, and supporting details 

in group discussions about theme 
• recognize common types of texts 
• describe text structures and text organization 
• summarize and/or retell key details, facts, and main ideas important 

to an author’s central theme or idea in an information/expository 
text 

• summarize and/or retell key details and story elements (e.g. theme, 
character, setting, plot, etc.) in a story/narrative 

• draw on a wide range of reading and text types 
• compare and contrast various samples of writing  
• write and share their own analyses and/or evaluations of theme 

and/or central ideas in a text including writing a literature analysis, a 
summary-response, an argument, and more 

• build a common language for discussing themes and central ideas 
in a text 

• participate in peer review activities to improve their writing 
• understand and use practical and effective assessment tools 

 
Step Up to Writing Secondary Tool for analyzing and writing about central themes or ideas in a text  
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EXAMPLE 4 

English Language Arts, Grades 9-10: “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning” (40). 

 

STEP UP TO WRITING 

With Step Up to Writing tools, methods, and activities, students will… 
 
• trace an author’s claim throughout a text using informal outlines, 

marking the text, answering teacher-created questions using the 
“Great Short Answer” strategy 

• describe the textual structure of an argument and its organization 

• evaluate the quality and appropriateness of an argument’s 
evidence, proof, and reasoning as it applies to the author’s 
audience, purpose, and claim 

• recognize and explain irrelevant evidence and logical fallacies 

• summarize and/or retell the claim, key details and facts, and 
supporting evidence in an argument 

• draw on a wide range of reading and text types using a variety of 
note taking strategies 

• compare and contrast various samples of argument writing forms, 
including the essay, an editorial, an advertisement, and more 

• write, revise, edit, and share their own arguments (written and oral) 

• build a common language for discussing and evaluating arguments 

• participate in peer review activities to improve their writing 

• understand and use practical and effective assessment tools 

 

 
 

Step Up to Writing Secondary Tool for analyzing and evaluating arguments, claims, reasons/facts, and evidence.  
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EXAMPLE 5 

Science and Technical Subjects, Grades 6-8: “Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure or discussing an experiment in a text” (62). 

 

STEP UP TO WRITING 

 

With Step Up to Writing tools, methods, and activities,  
students will… 
 
• trace an author’s explanation of a process or procedure 

through a text or speech 

• describe the textual structure and organization the author 
uses to describe a process or procedure 

• draw on a wide range of reading and text types from a 
variety of content areas including technical subjects, 
science, math, and more 

• compare and contrast various samples of technical writing 
for describing processes, how-to’s, and procedures  

• write, revise, edit, and share their own process/how-to texts 
(written and oral) for a variety of audiences 

• learn, practice, and apply appropriate topic sentences, 
transitions, and elaboration for writing about a process or 
procedure 

• build a common language for discussing and evaluating 
writing 

• participate in peer review activities to improve their writing 

• understand and use practical and effective assessment tools 

 

 
Step Up to Writing Secondary Level Tool for writing about a process or describing a procedure  
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EXAMPLE 6 

History/Social Studies, Grades 9-10: “Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they 
are writing” (64). 

 

STEP UP TO WRITING 

With Step Up to Writing tools, methods, and activities, students will… 
 
• read and write formal essays and reports for a variety of 

audiences and purposes, within content-area studies 

• describe the textual structure and organization of various essay 
forms and genres 

• evaluate the quality and appropriateness of an text’s evidence, 
proof, and reasoning as it applies to the author’s audience, 
purpose, and message 

• summarize and/or retell the thesis statement, key details and 
facts, and supporting evidence in an essay/report 

• compare and contrast various samples of writing forms, including 
the essay, book report, speech, and more 

• write, revise, edit, and share their own information/expository 
essays (written and oral) 

• establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone in 
writing 

• attend to appropriate conventions of standard English including 
formatting, documentation, spelling, punctuation, and more 

• build a common language for discussing and evaluating essays 

• participate in peer review activities to improve their writing 

• understand and use practical and effective assessment tools 

 

 

Step Up to Writing Secondary Level Tool for writing formal essays and reports  
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EXAMPLE 7 

History/Social Studies, Grades 6-8: “Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented” (65). 

 

STEP UP TO WRITING 

With Step Up to Writing tools, methods, and activities, students will… 
 
• evaluate authors’ conclusions in information/expository text 
• understand the difference between conclusions in 

expository/information text and endings in stories/narratives 
• understand that introductions and conclusions are expected in 

writing called personal essays, personal narratives, and/or personal 
experience writing 

• write conclusion with a purpose appropriate to the writing task and 
audience 

• read and write a variety of types of conclusions 
• read and write formal essays and reports for a variety of audiences 

and purposes, within content-area studies 
• evaluate the quality and appropriateness of an text’s evidence, 

proof, and reasoning as it applies to the author’s audience, purpose, 
and message 

• summarize and/or retell the thesis statement, key details and facts, 
and supporting evidence in an essay/report 

• compare and contrast various samples of writing forms, including 
arguments, essays, science reports, and more 

• write, revise, edit, and share their own information/expository essays 
(written and oral) 

• build a common language for discussing and evaluating conclusions 
• participate in peer review activities to improve their writing 
• understand and use practical and effective assessment tools 
  

 
Step Up to Writing Secondary Level Tool for writing Conclusions  
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EXAMPLE 8 

Technical Subjects, Grades 11-12: “Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience” 
(66). 

 

STEP UP TO WRITING 

With Step Up to Writing tools, methods, and activities, students will… 
 
• read and write formal essays and reports for a variety of audiences 

and purposes, within content-area studies including math, science, 
and technical subjects 

• produce clear, coherent, and complete writing 

• describe the textual structure and organization of various forms and 
genres used in the content areas 

• draw on a wide range of reading and text types 

• compare and contrast various samples of writing forms, including 
explaining a process, writing about graphs, describing a science 
experiment,, and more 

• write, revise, edit, and share their own content- or discipline-specific 
texts 

• establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the writing 
task, audience, and purpose 

• attend to appropriate conventions of standard English including 
formatting, spelling, punctuation, and more 

• build a common language for discussing and evaluating essays 

• participate in peer review activities to improve their writing 

• understand and use practical and effective assessment tools 

 
 

 
Step Up to Writing Secondary Tool for Technical Writing genres and form 


