Step Up to Writing® and 21st Century Skills
Step Up Strategies and Technology
Using Traditional Tools and 21 st Century Tools in Learning

“The Partnership for 21st Century Skills has emerged as
the leading advocacy organization focused on infusing
21st century skills into education. The organization brings
together the business community, education leaders and
policymakers to define a powerful vision for 21st century
education to ensure every child’s success as citizens and
workers in the 21st century.”
www.21stcenturyskills.org

At its highest level of implementation, the Partnership expects that
•
•
•
•

Students can fully integrate core subjects and 21st century skills.
Students can use learning skills and 21st century tools to fully understand material in a
current context.
Students have the skills to learn how to learn and to apply learning skills continually.
Students have an ability to use the traditional and 21st century tools.
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Goals of 21 st Century Skills
1. Learn basic skills
2. Master core subjects
3. Demonstrate competency with information and communication technologies
(ICT) literacy
4. Apply learning skills
5. Integrate literacy skills
6. Use traditional learning tools
7. Add and integrate 21 st century content with core subjects
8. Learn core content in a 21 st century context
9. Integrate 21 st century skills
10. Demonstrate confidence with 21 st century learning tools

Six Elements of 21 st Century Learning
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Emphasize core subjects
Emphasize learning skills
Use 21 st century tools to develop learning skills
Teach and learn in a 21 st century context
Teach and learn new 21 st century content
Use 21 st century assessments that measure core subjects and 21 st century skills

Traditional

TOOLS

21 st Century

Copyright © 2011. Maureen Auman, Read-Write Connection LLC. All rights reserved.

1. Basic Skills – the “Traditional Goal of Education”
-

reading
writing
numeracy

Step Up to Writing
The various strategies and activities found throughout Step Up to Writing help students
master the traditional academic skills of reading, writing, and numeracy. The basic skills –
found throughout all content areas – are the foundation for learning and mastering 21 st
century skills, and Step Up to Writing strategies empower students to apply strong literacy
and numeracy strategies to all of their coursework whether it is history, science, mathematics,
English language arts, foreign language, or the arts.
Step Up strategies cover the important academic skills of active reading, note taking, summarizing,
vocabulary development, sentence mastery, information/expository writing forms, story/narrative
writing, personal narratives, public speaking and presenting, and more.
A quick look at the Table of Contents gives an impressive overview of the many, varied strategies and
skills taught in the Step Up program:
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section

1. Writing to Improve Reading and Listening Comprehension
2: Vocabulary
3: Sentence Mastery
4: Information/Expository Paragraphs
5: Accordion Essays and Reports
6: Story/Narrative Writing
7: Personal Narratives
8: Speeches
9: Specific Writing Assignments
10: High Standards and Assessment
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2. Core Subjects
-

academic subjects
No Child Left Behind core subjects

Step Up to Writing
Step Up’s strategies and activities can be easily applied to all content areas and 21 st century
contexts including English, reading, and language arts; math and science; foreign language;
history and social studies; the arts; and more. These core academic subjects all contain
opportunities for students to perform key tasks that improve
-

their reading and listening comprehension,
their ability to write and speak about content,
their analysis and application of content information, and more.
Step Up to Writing provides teachers and students
with the means for mastering these learning tasks in
all subject areas including:
-

responding to the text
taking notes
making inferences and analyzing the text
summarizing
asking and answering questions
building content-area vocabulary
mastering sentence writing
great short answers
using the writing process
writing stand-alone paragraphs
writing essays and reports
writing for math*
writing for science
technical writing
writing to compare/contrast
writing about problem-solution or cause-effect
responding to literature
writing a skit
writing about the news and current events
personal writing
and more!

* See also: Step Up to Writing in Math by Maureen Auman and Debbie Valette
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3. Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Literacy
-

apply learning skills using 21 st century skills

Step Up to Writing
The many strategies, tools, and activities presented
throughout Step Up to Writing are technology-friendly,
able to be used with a variety of 21 st century learning tools
including computers/PCs, projectors, software programs,
and more.
Additionally, the strategies allow students to prepare for
using the 21 st century tools by giving them the ability to
plan, organize, write, revise, and edit their work. For
instance, as students undertake multimedia
presentations, they can use the planning and organizing
tools in Step Up to begin their project, to research and
write content, and to prepare their final presentation.
-

responding to the text
making connections
taking notes
summarizing
asking and answering questions
mastering vocabulary
learning and practicing sentence writing
using the writing process
writing topic sentences, thesis statements
using transitions
elaborating on ideas
writing effective conclusions
writing paragraphs, essays, and reports
writing for specific assignments
writing in specific subject areas (e.g. math,
science, social studies, English, etc.)
planning and writing speeches
writing stories/narratives and personal
narratives
meeting high standards
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4. Learning Skills
-

process oriented
higher order thinking skills
communication of information, thinking, problem-solving
working with others
working independently

Step Up to Writing
Whether students are asked to communicate information, solve complex problems, or think
critically and creatively, they need to learn the skills and strategies that enable higher-order
thinking to occur. Step Up to Writing’s collection of literacy strategies help teachers instruct
students in the basics of learning – that is, learning how to learn.
These strategies enable students to not only improve their reading, writing, speaking, and
listening skills, but they also empower students to learn content knowledge, access and
communicate that knowledge, and apply that knowledge to 21 st century contexts.
Useful Step Up strategies include
-

writing to improve reading and listening
comprehension
responding to the text
making connections
taking notes
making inferences and analyzing the text
recognizing text structures
summarizing
asking and answering questions
writing paragraphs, essays, and reports
process-oriented writing
writing to compare/contrast
writing about problem-solution and causeeffect
responding to literature
technical writing
writing in specific subject areas
planning and delivering speeches and
presentations
meeting high standards
and more!
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5. Literacy
-

integrate core subject knowledge
apply appropriate thinking and technical skills

Step Up to Writing
Helping students improve their literacy skills is what
the Step Up to Writing program is known for and
excels in. At its core, the Step Up program and its
strategies and activities focus on using literacy skills –
reading, writing, speaking, and listening – to learn
content-area knowledge and apply that learning to
specific tasks. Each strategy presented in Step Up uses
content-area learning at its foundation, allowing
students to learn, practice, and master important
literacy skills and higher-order thinking skills.
Teachers and students are encouraged to connect
strategies to core subject learning so students are
provided a context for applying the strategies, and also
to see how the same strategy can be applied across the
curriculum for different subjects and purposes.

Key literacy strategies found throughout Step Up to Writing include
-

responding to the text
making connections
taking notes
summarizing
asking and answering questions
mastering vocabulary
learning and practicing sentence writing
using the writing process
writing topic sentences, thesis statements
using transitions
elaborating on ideas
writing effective conclusions
writing paragraphs, essays, and reports
writing for specific assignments
writing in specific subject areas (e.g. math, science, social studies, English, etc.)
planning and writing speeches
writing stories/narratives and personal narratives
meeting high standards
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6. Traditional Learning Tools
-

notebook paper
chalkboards and dry-erase boards
pencils, pens
markers, crayons
overhead projectors
books, magazines, etc.
copy machines

Step Up to Writing
Step Up to Writing’s multisensory strategies make use of all the traditional learning tools
found in a classroom. For instance: notebook paper is folded to create two-column notes; pens
and pencils are used to highlight the text; markers are used to identify parts of a paragraph;
overhead projectors display tools and model strategies; books and magazines make great
resources for writing and reading examples.
Teachers already have all of the learning tools needed to introduce, model, and practice Step
Up strategies.
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7. 21 st Century Content
-

new content: global awareness, civics, economics, and business literacy
beyond traditional subjects
empowers learners to function effectively in the community

Step Up to Writing
Whether students are learning core subjects like math,
science, English or social studies, or they are
undertaking courses in 21 st century content such as
biotechnology, business marketing, and political
science, the strategies and activities presented in Step
Up to Writing will enable students to learn more
effectively and efficiently. Each of the strategies
introduced in Step Up can be applied to any content or
subject-area, at any grade level, and with any student.
Step Up’s strategies are particularly useful to empower
students with the skills and confidence to read, write,
and speak about content learning – 21 st century
content learning.

-

responding to the text (personal, analytical,
interpretive, etc.)
making important connections
taking notes
conducting research
developing study guides
making inferences
analyzing the text
summarizing
asking and answering questions
writing about content using various forms and
genres
writing paragraphs, essays, and reports
planning and delivering a speech or
presentation
participating in discussions
developing good listening skills
using and communicating about content information
setting and meeting high standards
assessing work
and more!
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8. 21 st Century Context
-

teach using relevant, real-world examples
help students see connections between their studies and the world they live in

Step Up to Writing
By pairing contemporary contexts for learning, content knowledge, and Step Up to Writing
strategies, teachers can provide their students with a rich 21 st century learning experience.
Students learn content using Step Up strategies,
enabling them to learn more effectively and
efficiently. Students are able to learn and
communicate about content and apply it to
contemporary contexts such as civic or business
literacy or improving global awareness.

Step Up’s strategies are particularly useful to empower
students with the skills and confidence to read, write,
and speak about 21 st century content learning.
-

responding to the text (personal, analytical,
interpretive, etc.)
making important connections
taking notes
conducting research
developing study guides
making inferences
analyzing the text
summarizing
asking and answering questions
writing about content using various forms and
genres
writing paragraphs, essays, and reports
planning and delivering a speech or
presentation
participating in discussions
developing good listening skills
using and communicating about content
information
setting and meeting high standards
assessing work
and more!
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9. 21 st Century Skills
-

integration of learning skills, learning tools, content
teaching and learning in a 21 st century context

Step Up to Writing

Traditional tools and 21 st century tools can be combined with content-area knowledge to
produce a rich learning environment where students can engage in learning 21 st century
content and skills. Step Up to Writing aides this learning process by providing tools and
strategies that foster improved literacy skills – the basis of any learning process. Students
apply Step Up strategies to all types of content learning, preparing them to learn, practice,
and master in 21 st century skills ranging from computer literacy to global awareness.
Integration of learning skills, learning tools, and content – within a 21 st century context – can
be bolstered with Step Up to Writing. Strategies and activities can be easily adapted for any
number of assignments, learning processes, and content areas – traditional and
contemporary.
-

responding to the text
making connections
taking notes
summarizing
asking and answering questions
mastering vocabulary
learning and practicing sentence
writing
using the writing process
writing topic sentences, thesis
statements
using transitions
elaborating on ideas
writing effective conclusions

-

-

writing paragraphs, essays, and
reports
writing for specific assignments
writing in specific subject areas (e.g.
math, science, social studies,
English, etc.)
planning and writing speeches
writing stories/narratives and
personal narratives
meeting high standard
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10.

21 st Century Learning Tools
-

information technology
communication technology
computers
digital and non-digital computing
audio-visual media tools, etc.

Step Up to Writing
The many strategies, tools, and activities presented
throughout Step Up to Writing are technology-friendly, able
to be used with a variety of 21 st century learning tools
including computers/PCs, projectors, software programs,
and more.
Additionally, the strategies allow students to prepare for
using the 21 st century tools by giving them the ability to
plan, organize, write, revise, and edit their work. For
instance, as students undertake multimedia presentations,
they can use the planning and organizing tools in Step Up to
begin their project, to research and write content, and to
prepare their final presentation.
-

responding to the text
making connections
taking notes
summarizing
asking and answering questions
mastering vocabulary
learning and practicing sentence writing
using the writing process
writing topic sentences, thesis statements
using transitions
elaborating on ideas
writing effective conclusions
writing paragraphs, essays, and reports
writing for specific assignments
writing in specific subject areas (e.g. math,
science, social studies, English, etc.)
planning and writing speeches
writing stories/narratives and personal
narratives
meeting high standards
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Technology and Step Up to Writing
Practical Applications of Step Up to Writing and 21 st Century Skills:
When students:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Write formal email messages
Create PowerPoint or other interactive presentations
Develop multimedia projects
Word process
Conduct research
Create blogs or wikis
Become iReporters or respond to news articles online
Participate in online discussion forums or chatrooms
Write collaboratively
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Also Available from MaureenAuman.com
“Step Up to Writing and the 2010 Carnegie Corporation Report Writing to Read: Evidence for
How Writing Can Improve Reading”
“Step Up to Writing and the Alliance for Excellent Education’s Reading Next”
“Step Up to Writing and the Alliance for Excellent Education’s Writing Next”
“Step Up to Writing and the Judith Langer Research”
“Step Up to Writing Correlation to the Alliance for Excellent Education’s Double the Work”
“Step Up to Writing Correlation to the National Research Council’s Starting Out Right”
“Step Up to Writing: the Best Option for Meeting or Exceeding the Common Core State Literacy
Standards”

Copyright © 2011. Maureen Auman, Read-Write Connection LLC. All rights reserved.

